[image: image1.wmf]
Fellow Lions,

As parents, we all want the same kind of world for our children: A world that sees the best in them and helps them see the best in themselves. A world of opportunity and possibility. A world of lasting friendships and real understanding. That is the world of the Lions Youth Camp and Exchange program.

Your club can help make that experience possible for Youth Exchange participants visiting Massachusetts this summer (2009) and it won't cost your Lions club a dime. Thats right! We don't want your money!

Unlike other exchange programs, the Lions International Youth Camp and Exchange Program is not conducted for tourism, education or employment. Instead, it is a unique cultural learning opportunity. For many young people, participating in the Lions International Camp and Youth Exchange Program is a life-changing experience. Traveling to another country, living with a host family, participating in a camp and experiencing another culture are milestone events. Participants are usually between the ages of 15 and 22, and come from any of the 190 countries in which Lions clubs exist. They have basic—or better—knowledge of the language of the country they visit. All participants go through an application process before being offered sponsorship from a Lions club in their own country.

How can your club help? By providing a host family. 

Lions-approved host families are an important component of the Lions International Youth Exchange Program. Host families share their home with a young person from another country and include the participant in the daily customs of their culture. Understanding different customs helps participants learn to accept the ways of others. At the same time, host families learn about the customs of the participant. Host families need not be Lions! In fact, this is a great opportunity to introduce prospective Lions to a great LCI service program! 

Host families include the participant in their daily routine, including family meals. Local excursions are NOT required of host families. The (Multiple-)District Youth Camp and Exchange Chairperson arranges for a participant, or a group of participants, to visit local points of interest and organizes picnics and get-togethers.

There is an application process for host families. All host families are approved by a host Lions club. To be eligible, Lions host families must:

· be familiar with Lions clubs and the goals of the Lions International Youth Camp and Exchange Program.

· be able to provide a bed and meals for the participant.

· meet insurance requirements.

Lions-approved host families can be officially designated as "volunteer workers" by the Lions club. When the names of official host families are added to the Lions clubs' meeting minutes, the Lions club can provide a basis for establishing the host families as "additional insureds" under the general liability coverage.

Additionally, all persons directly involved with the control and/or direction of children, under age 18, shall be required to provide Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI).

As the program primarily takes place during the summer months, the host family's involvement in the program takes place between July 19th and August 15th 2009. 

We are asking each host family to open their home to a participant for two weeks. If a prospective host family can only do one week, that's fine. The Multiple District will provide each host family with a $100 stipend to help offset the cost of food, etc.

Enclosed with this letter, please find a Host Family Application and a CORI form. These forms can also be downloaded on-line from the following locations:

MD33 Cori Form (PDF)
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=F.131c29b3-94d5-4569-aa68-40d138d98302

MD33 Cori Form (MSWord)
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dhhw7fc_0fh8n5rdt&invite=fm64mm7

Youth Exchange Host Family Application (PDF)
http://docs.google.com/fileview?id=F.b275eee9-f44a-4c52-b964-8f1d7044984b
If you—or any prospective host family—have any additional questions or concerns, you can contact me via phone (508-697-6939), FAX (508-697-0596), or email (MD33SYouthOutreach@gmail.com).

Sincerely,

Martin E. Middleton

Youth Camp and Exchange Chairperson,

Multiple District 33 (Massachusetts, USA)

